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Understanding the position 

of Jehovah’s Witnesses on 

medical treatment

POSITION

Implementing clinical  

strategies to preempt the        

use of allogeneic                

blood transfusion 

STRATEGIES

Utilizing the information 

network that Jehovah’s 

Witnesses have established 

to support clinicians

NETWORK

OBJECTIVES



POSITION
What do we bel ieve?



Jehovah’s Witnesses are not 

antimedicine or antisurgery; many 

are doctors and nurses. They . . . 

seek medical attention for 

themselves and their families.

Essam El-Hamamy et al. | UNITED KINGDOM

El-Hamamy E, Newman DS. Jehovah’s Witnesses and those who refuse blood transfusion. In: Arulkumaran 

S, Karoshi M, Keith LG, et al, editors. A Comprehensive Textbook of Postpartum Hemorrhage: An Essential 

Clinical Reference for Effective Management. 2nd ed. London (UK): Sapiens Publishing; 2012. p. 587-601. 

[ISBN: 978-0-9552282-7-8]



“The prohibition of blood transfusion is a 

deeply held core value and is a sign of 

respect for the sanctity of life”.

Association of Anaesthetists – Guidelines: Anaesthesia and peri-

operative care for Jehovah’s Witnesses. 2018 | UNITED KINGDOM



INFORMED CONSENT & 

PREPARATION OF THE ELECTIVE PATIENT

TWO IMPORTANT DOCUMENTS





“Declining a treatment modality 

should not be considered the 

same as refusal of medical care as

illustrated by the management of 

Jehovah's Witness patients who do 

not accept transfusions”.

Aryeh Shander 1| Lawrence Tim Goodnough 2. |UNITED STATES 

1. Department of Anesthesiology and Critical Care medicine, Englewood Hospital and Medical Center, 

and TeamHealth Research Institute, Englewood, New Jersey

2. Department of Pathology & Medicine, Stanford University, Stanford, California

DOI: 10.1002/ajh.25167 



STRATEGIES
How can you ass is t  us?



STRATEGIES

MINIMIZATION OF 

BLOOD LOSS

ENHANCEMENT OF 
HEMATOPOIESIS

AUTOLOGOUS 
BLOOD MANAGEMENT

TOLERANCE 

OF ANEMIA
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Adapted from: Atabek U, Spence RK, Pello M, Alexander J, Camishion R. Pancreaticoduodenectomy without 

homologous blood transfusion in an anemic Jehovah's Witness. Arch Surg 1992;127(3):349-51. [PMID: 1347993]



“The multiple missed opportunities to 

appropriately manage and preserve 

the patient’s own blood is also the 

main driver for transfusion”

The urgent need to implement patient blood management: 

policy brief. | W.H.O
ISBN 978-92-4-003574-4



OUTCOMES

Adapted from: Leahy MF, Hofmann A, Towler S, Trentino KM, Burrows SA, et al. Improved outcomes and reduced costs 

associated with a health-system-wide patient blood management program: a retrospective observational study in four major 

adult tertiary-care hospitals. Transfusion 2017;57(6):1347-58. [PMID: 28150313]
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Western Australian Patient Blood Management Program
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Delaying the implementation of PBM 

translates into increased morbidity and 

mortality. There is no doubt that “our 

own blood is still the best thing to have 
in our veins”

The urgent need to implement patient blood management: 

policy brief. | W.H.O

ISBN 978-92-4-003574-4 (



NETWORK
How can we ass is t  you?



JWs operate a Hospital Liaison 

Committee to minimize any legal 

or moral conflicts. . . . Having their 

contact information ahead of time 

helps to stabilize patients and 

maintain the focus on medical 
treatment without delay.

Jong Hyun Lee & Wonsik Ahn | KOREA

Lee JH, Ahn W. The stance of Jehovah's Witnesses on the use [of] blood and 

Hospital Liaison Committee. Korean J Anesthesiol 2011;60(4):302. [PMID: 21602984]



Network

HOSPITAL INFORMATION SERVICES
for Jehovah’s Witnesses



Network

HOSPITAL  

INFORMATION 

SERVICES

100,000+
EXPERIENCED CLINICIANS

6 
CONTINENTS

86
OFFICES

50,000+
VOLUNTEERS

2,000+ 
HOSPITAL LIAISON COMMITTEES (HLCs)

for Jehovah’s Witnesses

WARWICK, NEW YORK, USA



H O S P I T A L  L I A I S O N  C O M M I T T E E  
for Jehovah’s Witnesses

2,000+



PRESENTATIONS



CONSULTATION



SUPPORT



RESOURCES



Picture 55

jw.org/medical

THOUSANDS OF CL IN ICAL REFERENCES

WEBSITE

https://www.jw.org/en/medical-library/


COLLABORATION

HLC

ADMINISTRATION CLINICIANS



Thank you!



EMAIL:  info@hlcwales.org

PHONE: 07958502053

H L C  W A L E S

Picture 7

jw.org/medical

HLC

mailto:info@hlcwales.org
http://www.jw.org/medical
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