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units of group O D 
negative (O-) red 
cells issued to 17 

hospitals were 
audited from 

January – March 
2023. 

 
 

 
Who used them? 

Total units transfused (n=405) 
by clinical specialty: 

13 O- units were used in Obstetrics 
and 22 in ‘other’ specialties. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Age of blood 
Age of standard† units (n=465) 
at the point of issue from 
Welsh Blood Service [WBS] 
(†excludes irradiated). 

Next steps   Alongside the full All Wales report for this audit, individual Health Board reports are being generated 
to facilitate developing action plans which will: 

o focus on positive messages and address shortfalls, 
o have defined timelines for completion, 
o be reviewed by HTCs to reinforce good practice and improvements, 
o be communicated widely throughout clinical areas to encourage appropriate use in practice. 

49.6% of units (n=253) were transfused to O D negative patients     
(non-emergency)

11.0% (n=56) were transfused to non-O D negative patients  
to avoid Time Expiry (TIMEX)

10.2% (n=52) were issued for emergency use

7.8% were wasted: 
6.6% (n=34) TIMEX, 1.2% (n=6) out of temperature control

12.7% (n=65) were transferred within the Health Board 

Where the rest of 
the units went: 

• 34 to non-O- pts 
for another reason 
[ABO group,    
antigen negative,    

special requirement] 

• 3 to bone marrow 
transplant pts 

• 7 to Sickle Cell/ 
Thalassaemia/ 
phenotyped pts 

510 

Emergency units issued (n=52): 

                  20     to Females <50 years                  19     to Females >50 years                  13     to Males 

Medical

n=129

Haematology

n=88

Surgery

n=87

Emergency

n=66

At the point 

95%

were 

≤21 days old

of issue

72%

were

≤14 days old

from WBS

30%

(were

≤7 days old

Key messages 

• 49.6% went to O- patients –this rises to 56.7% (n=289) with transferred units: this is consistent 
with audit data from 2018. 

• 3x more emergency units went to females than males, in keeping with practice advocated in the 
BHNOG O D negative guidance. 


